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By Arthur Whiting 
 
Arthur Whiting 
This is the broadcast for Dr. Talbot's Bible study hour on station KGER for Friday, 
January the 11th. Now, friends, we come to our study as we consider what the Bible reveals 
about getting right with God. After 19 centuries of Christianity, it should not be necessary to 
bring the type of message I'm going to give you today but circumstances dictate that it be done. 
Failure to grasp the truth of how a man can get right with God has resulted in much error and no 
little confusion. 
There are, of course, those who are so spiritually blinded to grace truth that they never get 
beyond the satanic philosophy which says do the best you can and God will accept your sincere 
effort. They do not realize that man's best must always be imperfect in the sight of a perfect God, 
and that God must demand not less than perfection. Neither do they see that what God requires 
of man is impossible for man to meet. But that in grace he has made available that which he 
demands. A favorite classroom saying of Dr. B.B. Warfield, the famous Princeton scholar of a 
former generation was this: "All theologies divide at one point. Does God save men or do they 
save themselves?" But even among those who see that God must save men if he is ever going to 
be delivered from his distress, confusion reigns as to how he does it. On the one hand, there are 
those who reason that if the Lord Jesus Christ died for all men, then all would be saved. But 
since this position is scripturally untenable, they resort to the ingenious expedient that the Lord 
Jesus Christ died only for the elect, that his death was limited in its values. On the other hand, 
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there are those who just as ardently hold that salvation is of the Lord from start to finish. And 
this is to be received by faith. But they complicate and confuse the simplicity of the gospel 
message in its presentation by unconsciously intruding some human effort. Before examining 
these false issues, Let us first get the plain and positive picture of the human responsibility in 
securing the wonderful salvation God has provided.  
Since salvation is entirely the work of God on behalf of men, we must realize that human 
ability is completely set aside. The scriptures are insistent on the fact that God alone can deal 
with sin, that God alone can cancel a person's past record, that God alone can give a person a 
new life and bestow upon that one perfect righteousness. God has made the provision, that is 
true, but it must be accepted in order to be realized. Everything possible and necessary for man 
has been done by God, and the only thing for the helpless and hopeless sinner to do is to depend 
utterly upon God to do it. That is the teaching of the Bible as it sets forth faith or believing as the 
one condition for man's enjoyment of God's salvation. The words faith and believing are 
synonymous in meaning and they are used about one hundred and fifty times in the New 
Testament to express that which is required on the part of man. As though anticipating that some 
would construe faith as a work, the scriptures make a very emphatic declaration. You will find it 
in the fourth chapter of Romans verse five, Romans 4:5, "But to him that worketh not but 
believeth on him that justifies the ungodly, His faith is counted for righteousness." Did you get 
the force of this? "To him that worketh not but believeth." You see, believing is thus presented as 
the very opposite of doing. We are to trust, not to try. Our salvation from the doom of 
condemnation depends on nothing else. It is only belief. To add or to subtract from this sole 
condition imposed upon man by God is fraught with tremendous peril. My friends, I want you to 
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realize that if you add or subtract, then you are insulting the Lord. You invalidate the grace 
principle and it means that there will be an issue of widespread confusion.  
I want to bring to you today some of these human misrepresentations. It is nothing short 
of amazing to discover the variety of ways in which the plain requirement of faith has been 
corrupted in the presentation of God's good news concerning his son. The subtle form in which 
some of the misstatements appear unmistakably bear the imprint of the diabolical deceiver of the 
world, Satan himself. Think, for instance, of this one, "Give your heart to the Lord." This is a 
gospel appeal, which is frequently made by some earnest and sincere Christian workers in their 
attempts to secure decisions for the Lord. While it sounds very pious, my friends, I want you to 
understand that it reveals a lamentable ignorance of the scriptures. Giving your heart to the Lord 
is a far cry from the simple exercise of faith. Faith is the taking of that which is offered by God, 
not the giving of anything to the Lord. In salvation, God is the giver and man is the receiver. But 
this appeal, "Give your heart to the Lord", reverses the Biblical idea altogether. Man is made the 
giver and God becomes the receiver.  
Think for a moment of that which an unsaved person is urged to give to the Lord, "Give 
your heart to the Lord." Friends, I want you to recognize that the Scriptures are not 
complimentary at all in painting the picture of the human heart. Take, for instance, the 17th 
chapter of Jeremiah Verse nine. Jeremiah17:9, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked." You see, that means that the human heart cannot be trusted. That means 
that the human heart is sinful in character. And then listen to what our Lord Jesus Christ himself 
said in Matthew, "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts murders, adulterers, fornications, 
thefts, false witness, blasphemies." You see what our Lord says? "Out of the heart come all of 
these vile things". Our Lord here is making it quite plain that the human heart is the source of 
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great corruption. This, of course, is one of the reasons why man is under divine condemnation. 
God has already judged this sinful heart, God does not want this vile and filthy thing. And my 
friends, he never asks the unsaved for it. Rather, he wants man to give something unspeakably 
pure and good, God wants to give man something. God doesn't want man to give him anything in 
his unsaved condition. Ah, But you say, what about Proverbs 23:26? Doesn’t it plainly say, "My 
son, give me thine heart" Proverbs 23:26? Well, in answer to that, it must be plainly pointed out 
that this is not a matter of salvation. Rather, it is a question of purity. As wisdom pleads that 
affection be bestowed on her, rather than on the folly of impurity. In other words, when you 
understand the context of that statement, "My son, give me thine heart", you know that it has 
nothing to do with this matter of being saved. 
Another human misrepresentation in presenting the gospel appeal is often heard in the 
language, "Surrender to the Lord." People are urged to surrender to the Lord in order to be saved. 
Some years ago, a certain religious movement came into being with, "life changing" as its 
slogan. Its keyword was surrender. Instead of calling for simple faith in what Christ had done in 
his death, it urged the obligation to surrender to God, to give everything over to God, to begin to 
live for the Lord in constant obedience. 
The teaching has had far reaching influence as it has infiltrated many ecclesiastical 
spheres, reaching even into fundamental circles. But listen, friends, according to the Bible, God's 
call to the unsaved is never said to be surrender. He certainly does issue a call to those who have 
been born again to recognize the sovereignty of the savior in a very practical way by presenting 
their bodies. That is made clear in the 12th chapter of Romans. And in the sixth chapter of 
Romans, the believer is urged to yield himself and his members. But my friends, to impose such 
on the unsaved as the way to get right with God is a tragic travesty of truth and a real barrier to 
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deliverance from sin through faith in the merits of the Savior's blood. Oh, no, the Lord does not 
ask the unsaved to surrender to him, far from it.  
Another human misrepresentation in presenting the gospel message is this one, "Believe 
and call on God." In our travels, we often have seen a large poster calling upon people to seek 
the Lord while he may be found, "Call ye upon him while he is near." Those of you, of course, 
who know your Bibles know that this is a quotation from Isaiah 55:6, "Seek the Lord while he 
may be found. Call upon him while he is near", Isaiah 55:6 but friends here again we find the sad 
misunderstanding of scripture. Such an invitation was never directed to an unsaved world, a 
world without God and without hope. The setting of the words makes it very clear that it is an 
invitation to God's earthly people Israel. And you know very well that Israel was a people of 
covenant promise, a people who had been brought into relationship with God and that 
relationship had been sealed by this wonderful promise. In this particular instance, they had 
gotten away from the Lord as they departed from the pathway of obedience into the dreary desert 
of sin. And I want you to recognize that in this call of the Lord, we find the loving heart of God 
going out to them in an exhortation to them to return and find mercy and pardon.  
Now to make this verse apply to an unsaved person today, is not only to distort the 
teaching of the verse itself, but it is to run counter to the definite revelation of the entire New 
Testament. That the unsaved do not seek the Lord. There is none, says the word, that seek after 
me. Rather, the truth established by the New Testament is this, God is seeking them. What did 
our Lord say? "The son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." You see, it is 
the Lord who does the seeking, not man. And nowhere does the New Testament urge men to 
seek the Lord in order to be saved. But it does want the world to know that God in Christ is 
seeking man. Oh, there's a big difference in getting these things straight. In connection with this 
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matter of seeking the Lord and calling upon him, So many Christians urge the sinner to believe 
and ask God to save you. How many times have you heard that said? "Just believe and ask God 
to save you?" Friends, that’s a contradiction of terms, "Believe and ask God to save you." A 
person is not really believing God for salvation if he pleads with God to save him. God has 
provided salvation for man. And he offers it to man on the simple condition that he accept it. In 
the light of this, a sinner asking God to save him is like a criminal pleading for his freedom 
before a judge who is holding out a written pardon for him. Do you see it? My friends, the sinner 
does not need to pray but to believe. And as soon as he believes, he will want to pray. But, says 
someone, "What about the tenth chapter of Romans and the 13th verse?" Well, what about it? If 
you will turn to it, Romans 10:13, you will find this declaration, "For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved." That seems quite clear, doesn't it? And certainly that's 
exactly what the word says, "Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." 
But is this verse making prayer a condition of salvation? I submit to you, my friends that it is not. 
You know why? Because in the first 10 chapters of Romans, the whole presentation of salvation 
has been upon the condition of faith. The only way that a person can be saved is through faith, 
and 10 chapters have been setting forth that blessed truth. Therefore, in view of what has been 
said in the first ten chapters of Romans, this 13th verse of Romans ten must be clearly speaking 
of the call of faith, not the prayer of faith. If it has any other meaning, Paul is revoking all that he 
has said with regard to faith as being the sole condition for the reception of God's righteousness. 
We must remember that the scriptures sometimes refer to the fact of faith by the use of another 
term. For instance, in the book of the Acts, we find the term the obedience of faith. And so we 
believe that in this tenth chapter of Romans, verse thirteen, we have the call of faith. In other 
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words, a person is saved when he believes. It is not a verse teaching that a person is saved 
because he prays. The fact of the matter is, he truly prays after he has been saved through faith.  
I think one of the most distressing things in gospel preaching is to hear a fine presentation 
of God's remedy for sin through faith in Jesus Christ Conclude with an invitation for the unsaved 
to pray, "God be merciful to me, a sinner, and save me for Christ's sake." How many times you 
have heard that invitation? It, of course, is the publican's prayer recorded for us in Luke 18:13. 
And this prayer is regarded as the proper way to get right with God. Now, friends, in reality, the 
publican was not making a plea for mercy or leniency but he was appealing to God to deal with 
him the sinner, on the basis of the divinely appointed provision for the covering of his sin by 
atoning blood. What he was really saying was this, "God be mercy-seated, God be propitiated to 
me, the sinner." You see friends, He was asking God to deal with him on the basis of the blood 
sprinkled mercy seat. He wasn't asking God to be big hearted. He wasn't pleading with God to be 
merciful or lenient. He was simply asking God to deal with him on the basis of this sprinkled 
blood on that mercy seat. And you know, of course, that that was a temporary provision in 
anticipation of the death of the Lamb of God, who would take away and not just cover sin. Since 
Calvary's cross God is propitiated. God is mercy-seated. It was perfectly proper for this publican, 
the Jew, thus to pray prior to the cross but most improper for an unsafe person to ask God to do 
something already accomplished in the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. The fact of the matter is 
mercy has been shown, and mercy is still being shown in the continued offer of salvation.  
If a person says he was saved by praying the publican's prayer, either he is not saved, 
since salvation is through faith alone or he truly believed in his heart and was saved. A person, I 
believe, in ignorance may offer prayer. And if there is the element of real faith in the heart that 
lays hold of the truth of Calvary, then my friends, salvation is his. Not because of prayer, but in 
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spite of it. He is saved, not because he has prayed. He is saved because of the presence of faith in 
his heart. A person is not saved by asking God to exercise mercy and to make him good. He is 
saved when he believes what God says about the wondrous provision already made in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
Now think of a fourth misrepresentation which is so frequently heard in gospel appeals. 
"Believe and confess", this matter of confession is made to relate to sin and to the savior. It is 
frequently urged that a sinner must confess his sin in order to be saved and appeal is made to 1 
John 1:9. But the language of First John makes it evident that the epistle is designed for believers 
only. For its main theme is how to enjoy fellowship. Now fellowship is always rooted in 
relationship and 1 John 1:9 concerns believers, those already saved. And it is revealing how a 
sinning saint may return to the place of blessing and the enjoyment of fellowship with the Lord. 
But this matter of confession is also made to relate to the Savior.  
The public confession of Christ is another man-made addition to the divine condition of 
faith alone. There has been such an insistence on a public confession of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
be made by those who would be saved, that one can hardly blame the unsaved for thinking that it 
is vital and necessary to salvation, just as necessary as faith itself. The unsaved are quoted 
Matthew 10:32, for instance, "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before man, him will I 
confess also before my father, which is in heaven." again, we find that the setting of the verse is 
the key to its proper understanding. The verse is in the section where the Lord Jesus Christ is 
instructing his twelve disciples before sending them out to their own people only. Their message 
concerned the kingdom and the word concerning confession was intended for them in the 
discharge of their responsibility and for those Israelites to whom they were sent. To make this a 
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condition of salvation for the unsaved today, is to reveal a deplorable confusion concerning 
salvation truth, and to exhibit a careless handling of the word of God.  
Perhaps the most overworked passage, however, is Romans 10:9-10, "that if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth, the Lord Jesus and shalt, believe in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness and with 
the mouth Confession is made unto salvation." In verse 9, we have a statement, and in verse 10, 
the explanation and in each the idea of confession is found. To confess with the mouth is made to 
mean a public proclamation of Christ, whereas the true significance of the wording is far 
removed from this. The Greek word for confess is the same one that occurs in 1 John 1:9 and it 
literally means to say the same thing with another. The thought is that of agreement. But 
agreement with whom? Why with God, of course. The person is saved by grace through faith, 
and receives the very life of God in his soul. He is born again, and the new nature within him 
finds expression in agreement with the Lord as he cries, "Abba, Father." the confession here 
referred to then, is simply the voice of the newborn babe in Christ, acknowledging his divine 
parentage. Divine righteousness is secured through faith, and divine life is acknowledged before 
God. Since every phase of our salvation, from our being chosen in the eternal past, to our sharing 
of divine glory in eternity future is such that only God can do it, The only thing for us to do is to 
rely on God to accomplish it. We can only believe, and that is all the Bible asks of us in order to 
be saved.  
Friends, I once received a letter from a Christian worker with this question, "How much 
must a person believe in order to be saved?" I gave it some thought and the answer which I gave 
was this, I found it in 1 John 5:10-11, "He that believeth on the son hath the witness in himself. 
He that believeth not God hath made him a liar because he believeth not the record that God gave 
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of his son and this is the record that God has given to us eternal life, and that life is in his son." 
Yes, my friend, Trust the record, trust the Redeemer and become a receiver. 
Let us pray. Lord, we bow before thee in Thanksgiving and praise for the simplicity of 
the salvation message Thou has made possible. Help every listener to see that thou has provided 
everything necessary for man in his great need, and that all that man can do is to get on the 
receiving end. We ask it in our Savior's name, amen.  
Now, friends, we must bid you goodbye for the present. May the joy of the Lord always 
be your strength as you keep looking up.  
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